Department of Defense
DIRECTIVE

December 15, 1989
NUVBER 5145. 4

DA&M
SUBJECT: Defense Legal Services Agency

Ref er ences: (a) DoD Directive 5145.4, subject as above, August 12, 1981
(hereby cancel ed)
(b) Title 10, United States Code
(c) DoD Drective 7750.5, “Mnagenent and Control of Information
Requirenents, " August 7, 1986

A. REISSUANCE AND PURPOSE

This Directive:

1. Reissues reference (a).

2. Pursuant to the authority vested in” the Secretary of Defense under
reference (b), updates the Defense Legal Services Agency (DLSA) charter wth
functions, responsibilities, relationships, and authorities as outlined bel ow

B. DEFIN TION

-—_ DoD Conponents. The Ofice of the Secretary of Defense (0SD) , the Mlitary
Departnents, the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), the Joint Staff, the Unified -
and Specified Commands, the Inspector Ceneral of the Departnment of Defense
(I6, DoD), the Defense Agencies, and the DoD Field Activities.

C. ORGAN ZATI ON AND MANAGEMENT

1. The DLSA is established as a separate agency of the Departnment of Defense
under the direction, authority, and control of the General Counsel of the

Departnent of Defense (GC, DoD). It shall consist of a Director and such
subordi nate organi zational elenents as are established by the Director within
resources assigned by the Secretary of Defense. It shall include the |egal

staffs assigned to the Defense Agencies and DoD Field Activities.

2. Budgeting, managenent of ceiling spaces, personnel services, and other
adm ni strative support for DLSA personnel shall be the responsibility of the
Def ense Agency or Field Activity to which those personnel are assigned.

3. The GC, DoD, shall serve as the Director, DLSA.

D.  FUNCTI ONS ANT) RESPONSI BI LI TI ES

The Director, Defense Legal Services Agency (DLSA), shall:

1. Oganize, direct, and manage the DLSA and all resources assigned to the
DLSA .



2. Provide legal advice and services for the Defense Agencies, DoD Field
Activities, and other assigned organizations.

3. Provide technical support and assistance for devel opnment of the DoD
Legi sl ative Program

4, Coordinate DoD positions on |egislation and Presidential Executive orders.
5. Provide a centralized legislative docunent reference and distribution
point for the Department of Defense, and maintain the Departnent’s historical
| egislative files.

6. Develop DoD policy for standards of conduct and adm nister the Standards
of Conduct Programfor the OSD and ot her assigned organizations.

7. Adm nister the Defense Industrial Security C earance Review Program

8. Performsuch other duties as the Secretary or Deputy Secretary of
Def ense nmay prescribe.

E.  RELATI ONSHI PS

1. In performance of assigned responsibilities and functions, the D rector,
DLSA, shall:

a. Coordinate actions and exchange information with other DoD organi -
zations having collateral or related functions.

b. Promote coordination, cooperation, and mutual understanding of matters
pertaining to assigned functions within the Departnment of Defense and between
t he Departnent of Defense, other Government Agencies, and the public.

c. Serve on boards, comittees, and other groups concerned with matters
pertaining to assigned functions, and represent the Secretary of Defense on
assigned functions outside the Departnment of Defense.

d. Use existing facilities and services, whenever practicable, to achieve
maxi mum efficiency and econony.

e. Provide professional supervision for DLSA attorneys serving in
Def ense Agencies, DoD Field Activities, and other organizations to which such
attorneys are assigned. This includes, in consultation wth the DoD Conponent
head concerned, evaluation of their performance and/or other action that may
be necessary based on professional perfornmance.

2. Al DoD Components shall coordinate with the Director, DLSA, on matters
related to the functions in section D. , above.

F.  AUTHORI TI ES

The Director, DLSA, is-delegated authority to:

1. Obtain reports, information, advice,. and assistance from other DoD
Conmponents, consistent with DoD Directive 7750.5 (reference (c)), to carry out
assigned functions and responsibilities, as necessary.
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2. Communicate directly with the heads of the DoD Conponents.  Conmmunications
to the Commanders of Unified and Specified Commands shall be coordinated through
the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS).

3. Communicate with other Governnent Agencies, representatives of the
| egi sl ative branch, and menbers of the public, as appropriate, in carrying out
assi gned functions.

G EFFECTI VE DATE

This Directive is effective inmrediately.

D. J.éhHWOOD
Deputy Secretary of Defense

Encl osure
Del egations of Authority
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DELEGATI ONS OF AUTHORI TY

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Secretary of Defense, and subject to
his direction, authority, and control, and in accordance with DoD poli cies,
Directives, and Instructions, the Director, DLSA or, in the absence of the
Director, the person acting for the Director is hereby delegated authority,
as required in the admnistration and operation of DLSA to:

1. In accordance with 5 U.S.C. §7532, Executive Order 10450, as anended,
and DoD Directive 5200. 2:

a. Designate positions as “sensitive”;

b. Authorize, in case of an energency, the appointnent to a sensitive
position, for a limted period of tine, of a person for whoma full field in-
vestigation or other appropriate investigation, including the National Agency
Check, has not been conpleted; and

c. Authorize the suspension, but not termnate the service, of an
enpl oyee in the interest of national security.

2. Authorize and approve overtime work ‘for civilian officers and enpl oyees
in accordance with subchapter V, chapter 55, Title 5 US. Code, and applicable
Gvil Service Regul ations.

3. Develop, establish, and naintain an active and continuing Records
Managenent Program pursuant to 44 U.S.C. §3102.

4, Authorize the publication of advertisenents, notices, or proposals in
newspapers, nagazines, or other public periodicals, consistent with 44 U.S.CT
$3702.

5. Conmply with the policies and procedures prescribed in DoD 5025.1-M
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